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‘lirting with perfection has left some Owasso school administrators eager for more.

‘ive out of the seven elementary schools in Owasso scored above 1400 on the Academic Performance Index, which takes into account a school's
tandardized test scores and attendance rating.

“est scores make up 90 percent of the API score, and attendance is the other 10 percent. The highest API score is 1500.

All of our staff is working equally hard to reach that brass ring, which is the 1500 API score," said Clark Ogilvie, Owasso's superintendent.
Once you get to the mountaintop, it's hard to stay there. Perhaps, that's a bigger challenge than getting there."

“he two highest-scoring schools were Northeast Elementary, with a 1493 API score, and Hayward Smith Elementary, with 1483.

\ccording to the Oklahoma State Department of Education, only 10 percent of the state's elementary schools scored a 1412 and above.
Needless to say, we're thrilled. It's quite an accomplishment," Ogilvie said.

“he principals of the schools were just as happy.

I was just astonished. ... I expected the high 1300s. I didn't expect to be (in) the 1400s," said Michelle Aston, Northeast Elementary principal.
I knew the students worked hard, parents worked hard, and teachers worked hard. Then my amazement disappeared."

Ron Hughes, principal of Hayward Smith Elementary, said he was just as pleased.

It kind of like winning the lottery. ... It looks like you're doing something right, and we are," he said. "It takes parents working with us, teachers
vho are committed and students who are here."

Tughes said focused teachers and supportive parents make Hayward Smith and other Owasso schools successful.
One thing we hear is people moving here for the schools," he said. "They expect their kids to do well."
Tughes, Aston and Ogilvie said another reason for the higher test scores is the practice of mapping curriculum.

schools look at the areas in which students scored highest and lowest. The curriculum for the school year is then mapped out so teachers address
he areas that need work.

Before (curriculum mapping), it was like going on vacation without a map," Aston said. "It lets teachers know where they need to be and what
hey need to teach each week."

Tughes said it allows teachers to address weaknesses and capitalize on strengths.
It's the same thing coaches do ... look at the weaknesses and address them," he said.
Jgilvie said the mapping procedure also keeps teachers from repeating subjects and areas that were taught the previous year.

Everyone is aware of what everyone else is teaching. We make sure the content we teach, (the students) are going to see it on a test," he said.
Right, wrong or indifferent, to the public, (test scores) are our Friday night. That's how we'll be judged by the public."

{ughes said he is proud of his school's score, but that number doesn't mean his school is better than others that didn't score as high.



Recognition of schools that do well is great ... but the lack of recognition of other schools can be hard. It hurts morale, and sometimes it's
reyond their control,” he said.

\ston and Hughes aren't taking their high score for granted.

You hope to maintain it. There are a lot of factors," Aston said. "Those tests take place during one week of the entire year. We could easily be ir
he 1300s again."

Tughes agrees.
Next year, it could be someone else. It's not a magic bullet. It's not something our teachers are doing that other schools don't do," he said. "We

lo the best job of educating our kids that we can. I want to maintain what we are doing, which is doing our best."
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